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Design Director / Danny Chiu Interior Designs Ltd.

" | think an interior designer is akin to a suit tailor, whose job it is to take all the
available factors into consideration and then personalise and create a product

for clients that satisfies and fulfils."

Danny Chiu has over 20 years of interior design experience. In 2009,
he established his company Danny Chiu Interior Designs. A lot of his
work comes from Hong Kong and the mainland, and he is particularly
good at merging different design styles into one single project. His
work has earned him accolades and various international design awards,
including the IDA International Design Award (USA), the K-Design
Award (Korea), the International Property Awards (UK), and the A'Design
Award (ltaly), and more.
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“Enjoy. your design life.” This is Danny
Chiu's motto, and is something he stands
by firmly, as he knows that a designer
can only come up with great concepts if
he enjoys his work, which will then, in the
process, also result in the creation of an
enjoyable comfortable home for clients.

In essence, a designer's safisfaction in a
project is a brushstroke on the canvas of

a clients life and home.

Source of Inspiration

80 percent of Danny Chiu's design
projects are residential. He puts a lot of
emphasis on client communication in the
conceptual design process, during which
he collects inspiration and information
about a clients' lifestyle and their daily
habits. As a result of these collected
design ideas and details about a client's
daily life, his designs often end up being
stylistically rich and diverse, with each
creation being a reflection of the client,
and each project felling a unique story
about owner. VWhen asked about how
he executes a project and what he does
when there is a mix of needs amongst
the inhabitants of an interior, he says, ‘the
clients lifestyle expectations must be faken
info account, for example, one needs

fo consider the quality of life they want

fo achieve from the new design of their
home." He cites an illustration of his clients
that have big families who often, after
big gatherings, enjoy reloxing fogether
as a unit in communal living rooms,

instead of hiding away in their private

rooms. Thus, fo encourage this, during the
brainstorming part of the design process,
he tries fo add elements in the living room
that are favourable fo all members of the
family, whilst also arranging the space to
boost interaction and cohesion amongst

the family members.

The Art of Customisation

Residential design requires a careful
handling of defails. Designers need fo
use every inch of space to meet the
everyday needs of clients and their
families and enhance their lives. To
Danny Chiu, an interior designer is like

a suit failor, who needs fo take every
defail about a client into account, from
communication, furniture placement and
lighting sefup fo making sure even the
television is installed an ideal distance
from the viewer. A designer needs fo
spend a lof of fime in the initial planning
stage fo make sure the needs of all family
members are considered. Therefore,
Danny Chiu believes that to successfully
come up with unique designs that fulfil the
needs and desires of the client, an interior
designer must be truly passionate about
his work. A good interior designer should
not only remain steadfastly frue fo their
own professional convictions, but also be
forever inquisitive, and keep their minds
open and willing fo try and leamn new

things.

Subtle use of Space
In addifion to Hong Kong, Danny Chiu

has also handled a number of design
projects in both the residential and
commercicl sectors in the mainland.
Unlike Hong Kong, those in the mainland
have much more spatial freedom and
flexdibility, with their inferior square footage
often reaching info the thousands. VWhen
working on residential projects in the
mainland, Danny Chiu says designers
should take the liberty to make good use
of, and gef the most value out of, the
extensive space. In Hong Kong on the
other hand, every inch of land is precious,
and designers here need to put more
careful effort info the allocation space and
maximize the value of the limited space
available. One of Danny Chiu's personal
favourite masterpieces is a project in City.
Point which proves the nofion that “an
elegant home does not have to be big.”
Within this 700{eet apartment, there
dwells a family of seven people. To make
sure there was sufficient space for their
daily activities, Danny Chiu worked hard
on the overall spatial arrangement. He
also added a decorative storage room

n the living area, reduced the infervening
windowsill ledge and created a hoteHike
vibe, with monochromatic furnishings. This
brought a life of comfort and elegance fo

the owner and his family.
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